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31 January 1967

NikE MORANDUM

SJUBJECT: Senator Gore's Comments - Senate Foreizyn Relations
Cownumittee - 30 January 1967

l. senator (Gore, in the course of Kennan's appearance beiore
the Senate Foreign Relationa Cowmittee on 30 January 1967 in laying
the groundwork for a very general juestion on Sino-U. 5. relations,
stated:

“¥es, [ concur in your view in that respect. [ was only
laying a predicate with respect to the tiine element. The
United States is advised, as I understand it, that the Soviet
Union is proceeding to depley an AE M systern in and arosund
Moscow, whatever those terins mean with respect to distance,
and in perhaps 26 other areas. '

Z. In speaking to the Senator about this and & news broadcast
which apparently indicated that the Administration had issued a denial,
the 3Senator stated that he believed his statement was not inconsistent
with a part of Secretary McNamara's posture statement released on
46 January 1967 which says as follows:

tiye have been aware for many years that the Soviets
have been working on an anti-ballistic missile defense systesi,
just as we have been. After a series of abortive starts, it now
appears that the Soviets are deploying such a syste:: {(using the
“GALOSH' missile, publicly displayed in 1964) around Moscow.
They are also deploying another type of defensive system: else-
where in the Soviet Union, but the weight of the evidence at this
tisne suyggests that this systen: is not intended priu.arily for
anti-ballistic iissile defense. However, knowing what we do
ahbout past Soviet predilections for defense systes 2‘.!' we must,
for the time being, plan our forces on the assumption that they
will have deployed sowme sort of an ABM system around their
ciajor citiea by the early 1970s.
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3. Ko one had courununicated with the Senator or his oifice
iroae the Adoddnistration on this nor had Gore heard the broadeast
byt his Ad:ninistrative Assistant had and he stated that no specific
departiaent or person was namned in the broadcast. As of six o'clock
on 31 January, Jake Goodwin has been unable to locate anyone in the
Executive Branch who knew about 2uch a stateient and has found no
ticker itew:d on it.

JOUHN S, WARNER
L egislative Counsel

Orig - DCI
1l - Mr. Lehmran
1 - Mr. Goodwin

- Mr. Duckett
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2/ The Soviets for more than a decade have spent subatantially
sore on air defense againagt sirategic beunbers than has the
L. 3. Bot if our Strategic Air Cowminand 8 correct in its
judgoient that a very high proportion of the U. 3. incoimning
painbers could penetrate the Soviet defenses and reach their
tarpeis, and I have no reason to dispute it, then we nusi
canciude that the bulk of these Soviet expenditures has been
wasted,
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B, Anti-Ballistic Missile Defense

/————‘lwe have been aware for many years that the Soviets have been work-
' ing on an anti-ballistic missile defense system, Jjust as we have been.
iiter a series of abortive starts, it now appears that the Soviets are
deploying such a system (using the "GALOSH" missile, publicly displayed
in 196k) around Moscow. They are also deploying enother type of defen-
sive system elsewhere in the Soviet Union, but the welght of the evi-
Zence at this . time suggests that this system is not intended primarily
Zor emtl-ballistic missile defense. However, knowing what we do about
~25t Soviet predilections for defense systems _e_n/, we must, for the time
waing, plan our forces on the assumption that they will have deployed
e sort of an ABM system around their major cities by the early 1970s.
ner made up of GALOSH only, or s combination of GALOSH and other

ves of missiles, a full scale deployment would cost the Soviet Union
st least $20 to $25 billion. '

-

>, The Red Chinese Nuclear Threat

There has been no basic change in our estimates of the Red Chinese
wuolear threat., Their firing of a nuclear armed missile over a distance
! a few hundred miles last October falls within the limits of that esti-
c. They will require many more tests before they achieve a truly

surabional capability with a medium or intermediate range missile, and
whiz will take time.

»

With regard to an ICBM, we believe that the Red Chinese nuclear
veomons and ballistic missile development programs are being pursued
i high priority. On the basis of recent evidence, it appears possible
they may conduct either a space or a long-range ballistic missile
ning before the end of 1967. However, it appears unlikely that the
e could deploy a significant number of operational ICBMs beforé
- n1d-1970s, or that those ICBMs would have great reliability, speed
S response, or substantial protection egainst attack.

“ne Soviets for more than a decade have spent substantially more on
cir defense against strategic bombers than has the U.S. But if our
rategle Alr Command is correct im its judgment that e very high -
“roportion of the U.S. incoming bombers could penetrate the Soviet
es and reach thelr targets, and I heve no reason to dispute it,

<ohowe must conclude that the bulk of these Soviet expenditures has
cren wasted,
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